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DOCUMENTARY FOCUSES ON NATIVE PEOPLE
ENCOUNTERED BY LEWIS AND CLARK
MISSOULA —
They were given names like Flatheads, Big Bellies and Pierced Noses, but they called
themselves “the people,” “upright persons” and “ourselves.”
Viewers are invited to explore the original lands, people and cultures encountered by
the 1803-06 Corps of Discovery in a new documentary titled “Native Homelands Along the
Lewis & Clark T rail.” The 35-minute film was produced and directed by Sally Thompson,
director of the Lifelong Learning Project at The University of Montana.
Thompson, an anthropologist and educator, and videographer Ken Furrow interviewed
nearly 100 people in 27 tribes from St. Louis to the mouth of the Columbia River,
documenting the story of the descendants of people encountered by Lewis and Clark. The film
describes tribal life at the dawn of the 1800s and, through oral histories, clarifies some
misconceptions perpetrated by the Corps of Discovery.
“We spent three and a half years working on this film, and it captures a very human
aspect of American history that is rarely shown,” Thompson said. “The focus is on life along
these trails 200 years ago, providing people with a sense of the vast homelands throughout the
seasons and the centuries. Significantly, the speakers still live in these homelands and continue
to participate in their rich cultures. Lewis and Clark are history, but the tribes are not.”
Two Missoula screenings of “Native Homelands Along the Lewis & Clark Trail” are
planned. The first is free and will be held at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 9, in the third-floor
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University Center Theater. A panel discussion organized by Ann Douglas, UM alumni Native
American student ambassador, will follow the film. The panelists and their tribal affiliations
are Lily Gervais, Blackfeet; Melissa Ragels, Spirit Lake Nation; Thelma Yellow Kidney.
Salish; and Albert Barlow, Paiute.
The second screening will be at 7 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 13, in the Roxy Theater at 718
S- Higgins. Tickets cost $3 for the general public and $2 for students and seniors. A panel
discussion will follow the film. The panelists are Ray Cross, UM law professor; Linda Juneau,
director of UM ’s Confluence of Cultures program; Kate Shanley, chair of the UM Department
of Native American Studies; and Rob Collier, Native American program coordinator at the
Traveler’s Rest historic site.
The documentary also is available in DVD and VHS formats at the Bookstore at UM
for $19.95.
UM ’s Lifelong Learning Project works with tribes to produce top-quality resource
materials about Native Americans. Products include Web sites, videos and print media. For
more information, call Thompson at (406) 243-5889. For more information about the tribes
encountered by Lewis and Clark, go online to http://www.trailtribes.org.
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